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IN SICKNESS

AND HEALTH

Fighting breast cancer times two

BY EVAN HENERSON = 1.8 CTUM

Faul and June Canter can
certainly think of better ways o

sirengthen an alrendy eolld mag-

rlage than sharing the same
kife-thirralonlog Miness

Bui the Canters” diagnoses of
brvast camcer — five years apart

micani that cach pariner
woakl have an cohanoed ander-
sianding of what the other
wiraldl Fpericnoe.

Nol o menion a very real
respoct for the value of iromny.

“We had to buugh about §1,
beeanse i not, it would have
been i serious” fays June Can-
e 57, <1 make a jake thal the
codiple that has bivedd cancer

Now (U8 gpone. That's my mental-
130

Mastier-ol-Iaciniess anide, mel-
ther hiziband mof wile G-
phiys Uhe sorsousncss of thelr
megpeilve experkences. Seill, the
Canters’ baithe with canoer cpubd
gorve AR o model 1o others Gaclpg
& similar siuatkon, s the
dodlor wha trealad Pasl

*They're very siylish, well:
informed and capable,™ =0 Dr
Helen Mabry, secisiant director
of the John Wayne Cancer Insti-
ke Brexsi Center ot 5. John's
Health Center in Samta MMonfow
“They've mainiatped good humor
aml good cheer throughout this
whole experience, which ks
extremsely rame and commend-
able.”

There's o way o prepare for
& cancer dingnosis, bt June
Canter had given the malter
some thowght after waltching her
nsothier dbe of lung cander over o
twaeyear pericd

June fguned that e woalkin®
be ahde to match her mother's
biravery, Then she disconensd &
lump, received her diagnosis and

while her hushand beoke
dirwn in 1skrg — went Inlo
actian.

*1 sald, 17 do anything. Do |
moned & double maciectomy? Let's

together, slays . O
fame lsn't winning the Lotta. We

have breast canoer togcther™

Make that “had.” Following six
months of endocrine theragy and
chemotherapy, June was
ibeclared cancer-free I October
005, Two weeks Later, Pasl
nodicod A lump near the nipple
of hit breast, He underwent a
doubibe mastociomy and hat abso
been pronounced froe of the
ilisrase,

A R
Pauil, 68, whi, with Jine, ofsr-
ated the Allan Fdwands Hadr
Salon in Encino. “10 wal same-
thing thnt happenad, and 'S
soething Ul | wenl thiough

do it fght now, You name "
says Juse, <1 wedil through i like
a iroqper. | couldn® oven beliae
mysedl.”

June would have a lompec-
tomy,. The chematherapy was
punlshing, bat hushand and wife
would gu 1o the treatmsents
together, punctiuating the cxperi-
ence with regulnr special lanches
and a eelehratory dinner onoe
thir cyele wad complete.

Shorily thereafier, Paul, too,
wad di wed. With the knowd
edge he had gaingd through
June's expericnce, Fail sdeciad to
gkip Lthe protoosl of a fete-to-fate
mesting o confirm Uhe diagne
%15, Insisting mnsivad that be be
tebephaned with the resuls of
s Gt

He aleg decided on & doable
masteciomy rmiher than climinad-
Ing the eander in one breasd amd
risk having the disvease returmn.

Faul had undergone a hean
transplant in Jamuary 3060
Fuarihor tesis revoabod thst &

dose of tamoifen woubd
b an equally or more cifoctie
coures of troatment than chema-
therapy, thé lnfter of whidh
o e 1o fhe St
LS ne o the

fireast eancer In men is far
less common than in women,
siys Mabry, who estimabes that

Paul and June Canfior fought bresest cancer together — Birst hers, Bhon his.

“WE HAD TO LAUGH
ABOUT IT BECAUSE
IF NOT, IT WOULD
HAVE BEEN SO
SERIOUS. | MAKE A
JOKE THAT THE
COUPLE THAT HAS
BREAST CANCER
TOGETHER, STAYS
TOGETHER. OUR
FAME ISN'T WINNING
THE LOTTO. WE HAVE
BREAST CANCER
TOGETHER."

Juine Cades

there are 2000 comen of L
dlscase In mon in the Ualied
Sizies per year. Male masioe-
femy procedures frequently don'
requine Teconstruction, and ey
scurs often can be hidden by
chest halr.

*A woman has to go through
her femininity: 15 my hasband

going o ke my body without
breaxte” mayy June. "% 10 mach
different for 3 man than for a
woamarn, Amd Paul has such a
wandorful attitisde thal nothing
is too much for him.®

Still, refuming to St. John's ns
& pathent mther than Uee speousn
of alp.u:'-:'nl wad "n dose of real-

of Faul, particularly the
first time e was handed the slip
off paper amd tobld o procesxd
mext door bo ged his boeod work.

“He was watching me do it all
the time, and new it was him™
June says “When we gn in
togeiher overy six months, Nm i
one room, and be's in another.
It’s almest like a craed joke.”

Thee Canters both aeted qubckly
1o confimm their diagnoses and
comsider thelr options. They
adhvia think they
mibghi have caneer 10 do he
AT,

“Feopde go Into denial,” June
sye “lonT st amd wolt and
watch. If fierl samicthing,
run. (ot thnts opdnbons, but i
Be proactive [n your checkups,

ﬂnntmy our head in the
und.k CAfl SAVE VO
ke,

Tnuh:h h:r Tsband replies,
simply, ~

Ewen Rensrson @10 T13-3551
et Bttt bk 201




